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2021 in review 

Preserving Bristol’s Sports Heritage 

For another year the pandemic has had a significant impact 

on our country, and the Bristol Sports Hall of Fame was no 

exception.  We have had to transform our  Leadership  

Council and Scholar Athlete events to virtual meetings, and  

cancelled community events we had previously participated in.  That being said, 

I am happy to report we still had a very productive and successful year.  
 

Our annual golf tournament was held once again and besides being a great day 

of golf and comradery, we raised over $14,000 to help fund our scholarships and 

other activities, while still having some money to put into our endowment fund. 
 

Our annual induction ceremony was held, after a one-year hiatus, and a good 

time was had by all.  A big congratulations and welcome to our 2020 inductees 

(although they actually  got inducted in 2021): Karin Przygocki, Al Jabs, Tony 

Savino, John Dauphinee, Stacy Mills Rivoira, Hank Lodge, Todd Hasler, and Jim 

Danis.  A well-deserved honor, you are now members of an elite group of Bristol 

athletes and contributors to Bristol sports, known as Bristol Sports Hall of Famers.  

This was also the celebration of our 25th Anniversary of celebrating 

Bristol’s best athletes and contributors—we would like to thank 

Paula O’Keefe for giving her time and volunteering her talents to 

design a 25th Anniversary cover that encompasses our mission.  

We have celebrated hundreds of individuals and organizations in 

the last 25 years, but with Bristol’s rich sports history we will have 

no problem finding worthy candidates for the next 25 years. If you 

would like to submit a name for nomination, please go to our 

website bshof.org and  complete a nomination form.   
 

We were once again able to award $9,000 in the form of six scholarships to Bristol 

students for their excellence in the sports arena and in the classroom.  A special 

thank you to the Calnan, Roberge, Greenleaf, Farrell and Leary families for 

continuing to help fund our scholarships.  
 

Because some of our programs were cancelled this past year, money budgeted 

for those events were redirected in the form of donations to the United Way, Boys 

and Girls Club, and the Bristol Parks, Recreation, Youth and Community Services 

Department to assist them with their COVID related expenses and programs. 
 

Lastly, I would like to thank our directors for all their hard work to continue our 

mission of preserving Bristol’s sport heritage. More importantly I want to thank our 

loyal supporters  for attending our events, advertising in our programs and  

donating their time and money.  Without your support we would not be able to  

continue our mission. 
 

Please visit our website bshof.org to keep up to date with all the happenings of 

the  Bristol Sports Hall of Fame.   

The President’s Posting 
Mark Ziogas, President, Bristol Sports Hall of Fame                                      
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BSHOF Welcomes the Class of 2020 Inductees 

Inductee Accomplishments & Milestones 

The DoubleTree by Hilton was the setting for the BSHOF’s 25th annual induction program, which was 

held on November 19, 2021.  Friends and relatives witnessed the induction of local sports  

legends Jim Danis, John Dauphinee, Todd Hasler, Dr. Al Jabs, Hank Lodge, Karin Pryzgocki, Stacy Mills 

Rivoira and Anthony Savino. With the induction of the Class of 2020, one hundred and ninety individu-

als and three organizations have been recognized by the BSHOF for their roles in  

maintaining the tradition and glory of Bristol sports. Their Class photo, along with all the classes, are on 

display on our website www.bshof.org. 

 

The BSHOF would like to extend its thanks to the many businesses and individuals who supported the 

Induction program’s advertisement booklet.  Thanks also go to all of those who attended the event or 

sponsored tables. Special thanks go to Mark Cornacchio, CEO & President of the First Bristol Federal 

Credit Union for their sponsorship of the VIP Reception held prior to the induction program. 

 

A big thank you goes out to Director Tom Mazzarella for his assistance with the production of the video 

portion of the program and to our Ticket Coordinator Pat Parente. Also Tom Monahan served as mas-

ter of ceremonies for his 24th year. Last but not least, the board would like to thank Bob Kalat and 

Hank Lodge for Co-Chairing the event and the entire Induction Committee who helped make the 

2021 event a success. 
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American Legion Baseball received the Julie Larese award from the Bristol Tramps Reunion Committee. 

Johnie M. Floyd had the Bristol Eastern cross country course at Page Park named in his honor. 

Doug Jackson received the William “Bill” Garrett award from the Bristol Tramps Reunion Committee. 

Gary Sassu retired as head Golf Pro to become the Head of Golf Operation at Chippanee Country Club. 

Tom Shopay received the Ed Lodovico award from the Bristol Tramps Reunion Committee. 

Ed Swicklas had an area in Rockwell Park  named the Ed Swicklas Memorial Park in his honor. 
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2021 saw the passing of these inductees. They may be 

gone but will never be forgotten. 
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Shortly after the formation of the Bristol Sports Hall of Fame, its Executive Director, Jack Hines,  

proposed a program to honor students who were not only outstanding achievers in their academic 

studies, but who were also equally successful in their athletic pursuits in their respective schools.  

The Scholar Athlete program seeks to honors such individuals. 
 

To qualify as a Scholar Athlete a junior or senior must have an 90 average and have earned three 

varsity letters. In recognition of his service, the BSHOF named its Scholar Athlete Dinner, the Jack 

Hines/Scholar Athlete Dinner in 2009.  
 

At the recognition Dinner the BSHOF awards a $1,500 scholarship to recipients from the three local 

high schools. 2021 recipients were  (from Left to right) Christopher Osuch & Jenna Lowe (Bristol 

Central), Tyler Martin & Amber Champagne (Bristol Eastern), Nina Zwolinski & Sophia Gerst (St. 

Paul). Brandon Bianca & Kyle Santos were the 2021 recipients of the Joe McGinn Award, photos not 

available. 

Scholar Athlete Recognition Dinner 

BSHOF recognizes former Director 
Former Bristol Sports Hall of Fame Director and 2016 Hall of 

Fame Inductee, Bernie O’Keefe, received a visit by several of 

the current board members who presented him with a plaque 

honoring his years of distinguished service for the BSHOF. It 

was presented for his long  and honored service as chairman 

of the Scholar Athlete committee. It was planned to be  

presented to him at the 2020 Scholar Athlete recognition  

program but the event was unable to be held due to  

Covid-19.  

Meegan Wright Martin 

Board Member Tom Mazzarella wins at the 42nd Annual Telly 

Award 
The City of Bristol’s Economic & Community Development Department in  partnership 

with MazzMedia have announced that they have been awarded 

2021 Silver Telly Award in the General – Promotional Video category for the “Made in 

Bristol” video series. The videos were produced in the spring and summer of 2020 and 

released in the fall to promote several successful small businesses located in Bristol, 

Tom  is our Co-Chair for the BSHOF website. 

Jon Petke Diane Connolly Gerry Burns Moe Baker Armand Choiniere 
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Looking back over the last twenty-five years 

The Bristol Sports Hall of Fame (BSHOF) sponsors many activities that benefit both student-athletes 

and the adults who are involved in sports in the Bristol community.  These programs are the result of 

the generous contributions from local businesses and individuals who recognize the value of promot-

ing the accomplishments of Bristol athletes.  Without community support, the BSHOF would not be 

able to continue the scholarship and educational programs that it sponsors. These events include: 

Six $1,500 scholarships awarded at the Jack Hines Scholar-Athlete Dinner 

The Bristol Sports Hall of Fame Annual Induction Ceremony 

The Robert J. Fiondella Leadership Breakfast 

The Community Speakers Program  

The Bristol Sports Hall of Fame Annual Scholarship Golf Tournament 

If you or your business would like to support the community activities sponsored by the BSHOF, 

please contact Bob Kalat at 860-589-2415 or via email at rkalat@aol.com.  

Helping BSHOF help the Community 

The 15th Annual Bristol Sports Hall of Fame Golf Tournament was held on 

July 29, 2021 at Chippanee Golf Club in Bristol.  Through the generosity of 

the golfers and many sponsors, the proceeds of the tournament are used 

to support the Bristol Sports Hall of Fame Scholar Athlete Program which 

provides scholarship money for Bristol high school seniors. Among the 

participants were many past hall of fame members.  On Course  

management was firmly supported by our Co-founder Bob Montgomery.  

Super volunteers Linda Soucy and Patti Kalat helped at registration while 

Patti again managed the 8th hole raffle.  

The tournament was held under a scramble format with winners in both 

the gross and net categories. First place gross winners were the team of 

Bob Freimuth, Brian Rooney, Bunty Ray, and Pat Hall. On the Net side, the 

winning foursome was the team of John Pose, Gary Asei, Al Bebri, and 

Mark Ieradi. Long Drive winners were Tim Barrette in the Men’s division and 

Bernie Ericson in the Men’s Senior Long Drive. Ladies Long Drive went to 

Erica Benoit. The Closest to the Pin winners were Mark Tedesco 10’4”, Liz 

Nadeau at 19’1” took the Ladies Division The event drew 108 golfers who 

also enjoyed lunch and dinner in addition to some great golf at  

Chippanee Golf Club. We thank all our players and sponsors for allowing 

us this privilege to support our community. 

Special thanks go to our Co-Chairs John Colapietro and Don Soucy for 

their leadership and commitment to making this another successful  

fundraiser for BSHOF and our community. 

2021 Golf Tournament Another Success 

In 1997, John Fortunato and Bob Montgomery formed the Bristol 

Sports Hall of Fame with executive director John Smith leading the 

board in establishing a mission statement. “To permanently honor, 

document and preserve distinctive contributions and achievements 

to the sports heritage of “Bristol”. To date, the Hall of Fame has  

inducted 190 Individuals and three organizations and sponsored 

many programs to enrich the lives of the youth of Bristol while 

showcasing the organization as one of the most, if not most,  

diversified of its kind in the state. 

mailto:rkalat@aol.com

